
Case is called

PARTIES INTRODUCE THEMSELVES

&  

ENTER THEIR APPEARANCE

OPENING STATEMENTS

CASE IN CHIEF

Plaintiff goes first:

- Tells the Court what 

the case is about, and 

what Plaintiff wants

CLOSING ARGUMENTS

Defendant goes next: 

Tells the Court what the 

case is about, and what 

Defendant wants

Plaintiff presents its 

CASE IN CHIEF

- Calls witnesses

- Introduces evidence

- When finished, 

“Plaintiff Rests”

Defendant presents its

CASE IN CHIEF
- Calls witnesses

- Introduces evidence

- When finished,  

“Defendant Rests”

Plaintiff’s 

Closing Argument
- Tells the court what the 

evidence has shown, and 

what the Plaintiff wants

Defendant’s Closing 

Argument
- Tells the court what the 

evidence has shown, and 

what the Defendant wants

FINDINGS & ORDERS 

OF THE COURT

1 2

3 4

5 6

Prosecutor

Plaintiff

Petitioner

Complainant

Applicant

Defendant

Respondent

~Two 

minutes each

~Two 

minutes each

~Three 

minutes each

~Three

minutes each

Different types of 

cases have 

different names 

for the parties

Cross 

Examination

Cross 

Examination
Rebuttal 
(Sometimes)

PARTY WHO BROUGHT 

THE ACTION
PARTY RESPONDING TO 

THE ACTION


